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REVIEW OF POLLING PLACES 2010 

 

 

1. Summary 
 

1.1 To review the current location of polling places in the Dartford Borough and 
Parliamentary constituency in the light of the recent General Election, taking 
account of any imperatives for changes or improvements in the delivery of 
electoral provision. 

 
2. RECOMMENDATION 
 
2.1. That Members consider the review of Polling Places 2010 and endorse the 

changes to the location of polling places outlined in section 3.3 of the report. 
 

 
3. Background and Discussion 

 
3.1. The Council is required to carry out a full review of its Polling Places 

at least once in every four years. The last full review took place in 
2007 and the next complete review is due to take place in 2011. 
However the former Review of Polling Districts, Polling Places and 
Access Arrangements Sub-Committee provided for polling provision 
to be considered in the interim and the Sub-Committee last 
reviewed provision on 2 July 2008. In view of the problems 
experienced in some parts of the country during the General 
Election, and in response to requests for a change of location or due 
to building development, a light touch review of polling place 
provision has been carried out.    

 
3.2. A comprehensive review of the Council’s arrangements for the 

General Election has been carried out by officers involved in running 
the election at both operational and strategic level. Effective 
arrangements were made to deliver a smooth election and none of 
the problems reported elsewhere were experienced in Dartford. The 
review included seeking the opinion of Presiding Officers over the 
practicalities of running their polling stations, including the suitability 
of the station itself and its location. Key findings were that 96% of 
Presiding Officers considered that their polling stations were easy to 
locate, 98% believed that once inside the building the voting area 
was easily accessible and 92% thought that the building was 
suitable for use as a polling station. The only concerns raised about 
suitability related to the use of temporary huts. Presiding Officers 
raised a number of minor issues relating to features of particular 
polling places, the most common relating to the suitability of 
ramping. These individual comments will be addressed where 
appropriate for future elections.  All polling stations were also 
inspected by Visiting Officers on 6 May and no significant issues 
about the suitability of the current polling places were reported.      
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3.3. There are however a number of issues relating to the location of 

current polling places that need to be drawn to the Sub Committee’s 
attention. 

  
 PA -  Christchurch Parish Hall, Christchurch Road, Dartford 

  
 Christchurch have requested that the location of the polling station 

be moved to the Christchurch Parish Room as the Parish Hall is 
frequently hired out for events on Thursdays and the Parish have 
had to cancel events in the past to enable it to be used as a polling 
station resulting in lost revenue. The Parish Room, although 
smaller, is suitable for use as a polling station and is located across 
the road from the Parish Hall. It is easily accessible and will be 
familiar to local electors because of its proximity to the current 
polling place. The Sub Committee is asked to agree to the change 
of location shown in Appendix A.  

 
 LA – Stone Village Parish Hall, Church Hill, Stone Place Road, 

Stone , Greenhithe 
 
 A planning application was submitted to demolish the Parish Hall 

and build four houses on this site. Although the Development 
Control Board refused the application on 17 June 2010 it is possible 
that this site may be subject to further development proposals. It is 
understood that should development take place a new parish hall 
would be built which could be a long term option as a replacement 
polling place, however there is no certainty over timing and it could 
be necessary to use a temporary polling station in the short term as 
there is no obvious permanent alternative within the polling district.  

 
 Should the current site become unavailable an alternative option 

would be to erect a temporary polling station in the car park of the 
nearby “Lads of the Village” Public House. This is located a couple 
of hundred yards away from the Parish Hall, is easily identifiable 
and level and could be connected to the public electricity supply. 
The local publican has been contacted for permission to locate a 
temporary polling station in the car park and the Sub Committee is 
asked to designate this as a polling place in the event that the 
Parish Hall is not available.  A plan showing the current and 
proposed alternative location is attached at Appendix B. 

 
 IB – Colyers Arms Car Park (Temporary Polling Station), Station 

Road, Betsham, Kent 
 
 This polling place is also subject to development activity. The 

Development Control Board considered a planning application in 
respect of this site on 17 June 2010 and following a site visit the 
Board refused the application on 8 July 2010. It is again possible 
that the decision could be appealed or fresh proposals lodged. 
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There are few obvious alternative sites in the polling district but it 
would be possible to locate a temporary station in a lay-by adjoining 
the Colyers Arms car park. This would have the advantage of being 
located just yards away from the existing location although the 
temporary station would now be located on public highway rather 
than on private property. Power should be available but temporary 
toilet facilities may be required. The Sub Committee is asked to 
agree to the re-siting of the temporary station on the public highway 
in the event of the existing location being unavailable or unusable. 
Appendix C refers. 

 
 FC – The Pavilion, Stone   
 
 The Pavilion is being redeveloped during the winter as part of a 

larger project which will see it replaced by a new function room, 
changing rooms and Parish Council offices next to the current 
Stone Community Hall. The Pavilion has already been demolished 
and the Parish Council offices are due to be completed in 
December 2010 and the new Pavilion in March 2010. One option 
would be to use the Parish Council Office, which from an 
examination of the approved plans should be suitable, or the new 
pavilion, providing both phases of the project go to plan. However 
the adjoining Stone Community Hall is suitable for use with good 
facilities and access, on road parking and a prominent location. The 
Sub-Committee is asked to agree to the Stone Community Hall 
being designated as the polling place in place of the Pavilion, as 
shown in Appendix D. 

  

4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan 
 
 The provision of effective electoral services underpins the Council’s democratic 

processes and reflects a strongly performing Council. Ensuring the suitability of 
polling places is a key component of this service. 

 
5. Financial, legal, staffing and other administrative implications and risk 

assessments 
 

Financial Implications An increase in the number of temporary 
polling stations (portacabins) would 
increase the cost of providing polling 
stations at these locations. However the 
increases will be covered by 
government grant for national elections.  

Legal Implications None 
Staffing Implications None 
Administrative Implications None 
Risk Assessment Failure to identify suitable polling places 

could impact adversely on the integrity 
of future elections. 
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6. Appendices – Plans showing the Current and Proposed New Polling Station      
       Locations 
 
Appendix A –  Christ Church Parish Hall 
Appendix B -   Stone Village 
Appendix C –  Colyers Arms 
Appendix D -   Stone Pavillion 

 
BACKGROUND PAPERS 

 
Documents 
consulted 

Date File Ref Report  
Author 

Section and 
Directorate 

Exempt 
Information 
Category 

Presiding 
Officer 
questionnaires  
 

May 
2010 

 Alan Twyman 
Member Services 
Manager  

Member 
Services /  
Executive 
Directorate 

N/A 

  


